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A number of manufacturing towns are situated within this region;
they "will be considered along with the Donets region with which
most of them are more or less closely connected.
THE SOUTH RUSSIAN INDUSTRIAL AREA may be considered apart
from the Black Soil region though it lies within it. In the Donets
basin are the most important coalfields in European Russia; their
proved area is about 10,000 square miles, and their available resources
are estimated at 68,000 million tons. In the east of the field anthra-
cite is found, and in the west the only good coking coal in Russia.
For many years the annual output of these fields has been rap-
idly rising; in 1898 it was less than 7,500,000 tons, but fifteen years
later it exceeded 24,000,000 tons, and in 1938 it rose to 80,000,000
tons. The principal mining centres are Yuzovka (now called Stalin),
NiMtovka, and Alrnaznaya.
An important metallurgical industry has developed on and in the
vicinity of this coalfield. It depends for its iron ore mainly upon the
deposits of hematite at Krivoi Rog (nearly 200 miles to the west),
which contain from 50 to 70 per cent of iron. The total reserves of
ore around Krivoi Rog are uncertain, the estimates varying from
to 200,000,000 tons and over. Farther north, in the
ndgfaboiirhood of Kursk, even greater deposits of hematite have
recently been discovered; they have an iron content of about 50
per cent, and the reserves are believed to be enormous. The Donets
region is also in a position to obtain ore from Kerch in the east of the
Crimea where there are extensive beds of oolitic ore underlaid by
limestone of good fluxing quality; for the smelting of this ore on the
spot large works are reported to be under construction. The metal-
lurgical industry of South Russia as a whole is also favoured by the
large supplies of manganese near Nikopol, and by the ease with which
fluxes and building materials can be obtained.
Iron and steel works are situated at or near the chief coal mining
towns, notably Yuzovka. Krivoi Rog, obtaining coals as a return
loaci for the ore it sends to Donets, has become a great producer of
pjg-koa. Dnepropetrovsk (Ekaterinoslav), where the railway from
Envoi Rog to the Donets coalfields crosses the Dnieper, is now an
important centre for the manufacture of agricultural machinery and
other iron and steel goods: and Rostov at the mouth of the Dont
has also a large output of agricultural machinery, Stalingrad'
{Tsaritsyn}, on the Vo%a, where it approaches most